
 

Introduction 
 

In Hornsby we are fortunate to still have significant areas of bushland. Despite 
modern development two thirds of the shire still remains as bushland. The 
bushland supports a diverse flora which provides habitat for a large number of 
bird and animal species some of high conservation value including the Koala, 
Diamond Python and Red Crowned Toadlet. For residents and visitors to the shire 
the bushland has valuable recreational and aesthetic worth. 
 
It is important to conserve our bushland because of its ecological uniqueness and 
beauty. Once lost it can never be replaced. Council plays an active roll in the 
preservation of the shires bushland and encourages residents to become involved 
as well. As residents the shires bushland areas are your assets and your 
involvement to help maintain it is very important. 
 
Planting locally occurring plants in your garden is one way residents can have an 
impact. It makes sense to plant indigenous species, these plants naturally occur 
in the area and have evolved genetic characteristics making them perfectly suited 
to the local environment. 
  
By planting indigenous plants you also help prevent the spread of weed species 
into bushland. Although plants appear confined within our property boundaries, 
wind, water and birds disperse seeds and this causes exotic species to become 
weeds. By planting indigenous plants you help prevent the spread of weed 
species and reduce further degradation of remnant bushland. You also provide 
habitat for many native animals and birds as they feed on the nectar of plants 
such as Grevillea and Banksia species. What an added bonus to be able to attract 
these beautiful creatures to your backyard! 
 
By using this guide and planting the appropriate plants in your garden, you can 
contribute to the preservation of our precious bushland and help ensure it is here 
for future generations to enjoy. 
 
 

Why choose indigenous plants? 
 
 
Having evolved to suit the local environment, indigenous plants have the 
following advantages: 
They have a high survival rate 
They establish quickly; and  
Require minimal maintenance during and after establishment. 
 
By planting indigenous plants you also: 
Help maintain the Shire’s remaining bushland; 
Reintroduce species once common to the area; and 
Help retain the special character of the area. 
For instance, the fertile soils in the southern parts of the shire support Tall Open 
Forest, but once extensive plant community has long been cleared. Only a few 
small remnant stands remain. This Tall Open Forest is a special characteristic of 
the Shire as are the Sandstone communities, and they contribute to the ‘Sense of 
Place’ in this, the “Bushland Shire”. 
 
Use of indigenous plants will retain this distinctive character as well as 
play a vital role in halting further degradation of our bushland. 
 



 

 

Guidelines for planting successfully  
in your garden 

 
Points to consider before purchasing your plants. 
 
• When choosing your plants make sure you have chosen the appropriate 

species for your site, this booklet will help you with your choices. 
• When purchasing your plants buy in small sizes such as tubestock. Smaller 

plants suffer less shock when being transplanted and quickly outgrow their 
larger counterparts, they also cost less. 

• Look at the health and vigor of your plant, don’t buy anything that does not 
appear healthy and has a good form, or looks to large for the pot size it is in. 

• Always check that the plant is not root bound, do this by gently tipping the 
plant upside down and removing it from the pot. It should come away easily 
and the roots should be evenly and finely growing along the sides of the soil. 
If the roots are densely matted and coiling around the base then it is root 
bound, don’t  buy it select another plant. 

• If you are in doubt ask the Nursery person for assistance. 
 
Guidelines to follow when planting. 
 
• Before removing the plant from the pot soak it thoroughly in a bucket of 

water, this will contribute to a successful transition for the plant. 
• Dig the hole twice the width and approximately 10cm deeper than the size of 

the pot.  
• Backfill the hole with some of the loosened soil, this will enable the young 

developing roots to penetrate the soil easily. Then fill the hole with water and 
wait until  it drains away. 

• If you are fertilizing mix the recommended rate of Slow Release (Low 
Phosphorus) Fertilizer in the bottom of the hole and mix it thoroughly with the 
soil. Always apply fertilizer at the recommended rate, don’t be tempted to add 
that little extra, it won’t be used up by the plant and gets washed into our 
waterways and contributes to toxic algal blooms. 

• Tap the pot gently against a hard surface to loosen the soil. Tip upside down 
and carefully remove the plant avoiding as much root disturbance as possible. 

• Place the plant in the hole ensuring the soil level is slightly below that of the 
existing garden. It  is important to make sure the roots are directed 
downwards and do not bend up when you place the plant in the hole. 

• Finish back filling the hole with the remainder of the soil so that the plant is 
firmly in place.  

• Water in thoroughly. 
 
Mulching 
 
Mulching your garden is a very beneficial practice.  It reduces water evaporation, 
suppresses weed growth, provides organic matter to the soil and keeps the root 
zone cool. There are several types of mulch you can use , the most inexpensive 
being leaf mulch, straw and recycled newspaper. 
 
Staking 
 
Staking plants in your garden is not required. Plants develop a stronger root 
system if they are left unstaked and allowed to blow freely around in the wind. 
Untie and remove any stakes and twine from your plants before you plant them. 
 
 



 

 

Follow up Watering. 
 
After the initial watering if there is no follow up rainfall, water the plants 
thoroughly once a week until they become established.  Then you should only 
need to water during long periods with no rainfall. 
 
 

Have fun!!! 
 

 
Choosing which species to plant where? 

 
Conditions on your Site. 

 
Before choosing the species to plant in your garden consider the purpose of the 
plants. 
What you want from your garden is entirely your choice. For example you may 
want an area in your garden to provide shade, a screen, or a hedge of  low 
growing colorful shrubs.  When you have decided this other important points to 
consider that will influence your choice of plants are; 
 
• Aspect - are the areas shady or sunny, will the plants be exposed to winds or 

frost or are they in a sheltered protected position? 
• Drainage - is the soil moist or wet, or very dry and free draining due to 

topography? 
• Soil type -   are the soils shallow sandy soils (derived from Hawkesbury 

Sandstone) or deeper more fertile soils (derived from Wianamatta Shale).  Is 
the soil  naturally occurring or fill? 

• Take into account the varying conditions that may occur in your 
immediate property -  For example, your property may be on an exposed 
ridgetop. Your front garden has a northerly aspect on a steep slope and is hot 
and sunny, the naturally occurring shallow sandy soils still exist there. Your 
back garden however due to the development of your property has a 
southerly aspect is shaded,  the soil has been altered  or improved, and differ 
from the naturally occurring soils. The local conditions in your front and back 
garden are very different and you would need to choose the appropriate 
plants suited to the individual areas. 

 
These points are important to consider, a successful planting relies on the choice 
of appropriate plant species suited to the conditions of an area. 
 
In this booklet comprehensive plant lists have been compiled using a key to 
easily indicate the suitability of plants to particular conditions and help guide you 
to the appropriate choices for your area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Locality Guide 
 
 

A Vegetation Survey commissioned by Hornsby Council in 1990  distinguished 
three groups of plant communities occurring in the shire. The three groups 
influenced by the underlying geology are; 
•  Those associated with the sandy infertile soils derived from Hawkesbury 

Sandstone occurring in the Northern & central parts of the shire.  
• Those associated with the more fertile soils derived from Wianamatta Shale 

occurring in the southern parts of the shire .  
• And those associated with the Hawkesbury River and it’s major tributaries, 

comprising intertidal and floodplain communities 
. 
(Source; Smith, P. & Smith J. (1990)  Hornsby Shire Bushland Survey) 
 
Based on this information the map below has been  divided into three areas 
according to the plant community distributions.  
 
To  choose the appropriate plants for your area simply locate your suburb on the 
map and identify the vegetation type that occurs their naturally by using the 
color key below the map. For example if you are choosing plants for the suburb 
of  Pennant Hills it occurs in the area of the map colored red. Once you have 
identified the vegetation group proceed to the list in the following pages that 
corresponds with that vegetation type. 
 
This map has been compiled as a general guide to indicate which areas will best 
support certain plants. Plant communities do not have definite boarders where 
they begin and end, there are transition areas where communities overlap. As all 
the species in the following lists are indigenous to the shire, you are not 
restricted to choosing from one list. This is particularly so with Shrubs, 
Groundcovers, Climbers, Sedges & Rushes. 
  
If you wanted to be very specific to your area when choosing your plants observe 
the remnant bushland in close proximity to your site this will give you a better 
picture of  what once occurred their. 
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