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Eucalyptus  paniculata – Grey Ironbark 
Family:   
Myrtaceae 

Common Name:   
Grey Ironbark 

Distribution:   
NSW east coast and ranges extending from near the Victorian border to 
the mid north coast of NSW. In HSC restricted to shale capped ridges 
and plateaus chiefly around Epping north to Arcadia, on heavy shale 
derived soil. A dominant tree in stands around higher parts of 
Cherrybrook /Galston / Arcadia where it is mixed with E. acmenoides. 
Small numbers also occur at Crosslands Reserve on alluvial soils. In 
HSC; Community BG1 (37.2ha), TI (295.0ha) and RF1 (5.9ha) only.  

Derivation of Name:  
Eucalyptus, Greek, derived from eu “well” and kalyptos "covered", a 
reference to the caps covering the flowering buds. paniculata, Latin, in 
reference to the panicles of flowers  

Conservation Status:  
High conservation priority in HSC where it is a key canopy tree of the 
endangered Turpentine Ironbark Forest. A tree in decline in suburban 
areas where there is no natural recruitment and a current ageing 
population.  

Description:  
A medium sized to tall tree with an open crown of grey/green like foliage 
preferring soils of higher fertility. Grows to around 25m in HSC, up to 
50m outside of HSC area. The trunk has heavy rough persistent 
furrowed bark to the smaller branches which are conversely smooth. 
Thin grey/green leaves are slightly discolorous and taper to a fine point; 
they range from 8–12 cm long and 1.2–3cm in width. Flowers through 
late autumn to summer (May-January), fruit are relatively small capsules 
with valves level to the rim or very slightly exserted usually 5 sometimes 
4 valves. The disc is relatively quite broad and flat. 

Longevity:   
In excess of 100 years. 

Horticultural Merit and uses:  
Rarely utilised in horticulture this tree makes a useful addition in a park 
or large yard situation. Drought tolerant from a young age. Much sort 
after tree for its high quality timber. Timber is highly regarded as a quality 
wood due to its strength and durability. A popular tree with apiarists for 
honey production. 

Fauna Value:  
Does not flower every year, typically has large flowering events every 
few years when there is mass synchronous flowering across the local 
landscape; when this occurs this tree is an important source of pollen 
and nectar for a wide variety of fauna, this is particularly important since 
it often flowers in cooler months of the year when other nectar sources 
are absent.  
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