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1. Background 

Hornsby Shire Council (HSC) has commissioned a review of current ecological, cultural, planning, social 

and recreation information for 62 Quarter Sessions Road, Westleigh and has requested 

recommendations on the future use of the natural area, particularly of the existing unauthorised 

mountain bike trail network.  The study area is known as Westleigh Park and is described as Lot 101 DP 

1217395 shown in Figure 1. 

Westleigh Park was acquired by HSC from Sydney Water in 2016 and is currently zoned R2 Low Density 

Residential and E3 Environmental Management. It is comprised of community and Crown land and a 

specific Plan of Management is in preparation for the site. The 34-hectare site is comprised of areas of 

cleared land and 23 hectares of bushland, which is the focus of the review. 

Historic land uses have included a night soil depot, a borrow pit for rock excavation for the Sydney Water 

Reservoir, and a storage area for treated timber and construction spoil. Current uses include Rural Fire 

Service training, unauthorised mountain biking tracks and walking trails. These uses have resulted in 

land contamination by asbestos, PFAS, and other materials requiring the Remedial Action Plan for the 

site to be implemented prior to redevelopment as a park, as well as consideration of what level of usage 

is appropriate or requires remediation within the bushland. The proposed future uses of the open space 

area include multiple sportsgrounds and tracks, amenities, playground areas, walking and cycling tracks, 

car parks and road access. In the natural area, proposed uses include bushwalking, accessible access 

tracks, education, conservation and mountain bike trails. 

1.1 Project scope 
The purpose of the review is to provide guidance to HSC on the future use of the natural area to inform 

the draft Plan of Management for the park. The natural area has a high conservation value as well as 

unauthorised mountain bike trails which may potentially become formalised.  

This review has included: 

1. the current reports provided by HSC including ecological, cultural, planning, social and recreation 

information for the site; and  

2. recommendations about the future use of the natural area with consideration of the mountain bike 

trail network.  

 

The list of current reports provided for review and consideration include: 

¶ Vegetation mapping (including methodology) 

¶ Mountain bike trail network mapping 

¶ Mountain bike trail network condition assessment 

¶ Mountain bike trail network REF 

¶ Concept plans for development 

¶ Draft Plan of Management 

¶ Remedial action plan for asbestos 

¶ Treatment options report for contaminated areas 
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The recommendations for the preferred uses within the natural areas have considered and assessed a 

range of uses including: 

¶ bushwalking 

¶ accessible access tracks 

¶ education 

¶ conservation 

¶ mountain bike trails 

The bǊƛŜŦ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ōƛƪŜ ǘǊŀƛƭΩ ǳǎŜ may include a no trail option, an existing trail option, 

a new trail option, or a mix of options. 

1.2 Inception meeting and site visit 
At the inception meeting, HSC identified some focus areas. 

Following the inception meeting, a site familiarisation inspection of the site and MTB trails was 

undertaken on 4 September 2019 by Accredited BAM Assessor Diane Campbell, Project Ecologist Stacey 

Wilson and Hornsby Shire Council Acting Manager Natural Resources Strategy Mark Hood.  The site visit 

included inspection of vegetation communities and threatened flora species, habitat values, mountain 

bike track issues, visible landfill / contamination issues relating to the natural area; and considered 

future walking track entry points.    
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Figure 1 Location map 



















































































https://www.greater.sydney/north-district-plan/future-of-north-district
https://www.greater.sydney/north-district-plan/future-of-north-district
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/maps/cycleway_finder






https://www.facebook.com/groups/890967521023089/






















https://watersensitivecities.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/TMR_C1-1_Biofilters_wetlands_stormwater_treatment_harvesting..pdf
https://watersensitivecities.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/TMR_C1-1_Biofilters_wetlands_stormwater_treatment_harvesting..pdf
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/722368/Greater-Sydney-Regional-Weed-Mgmt-Plan-FINAL-Sept-2019.pdf


































https://www.bluemountainsbotanicgarden.com.au/science/plants/pests-diseases/phytophthora-dieback/managing-phytophthora-dieback-in-bushland
https://www.bluemountainsbotanicgarden.com.au/science/plants/pests-diseases/phytophthora-dieback/managing-phytophthora-dieback-in-bushland
https://www.bluemountainsbotanicgarden.com.au/science/plants/pests-diseases/phytophthora-dieback/managing-phytophthora-dieback-in-bushland
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive-species/publications/management-phytophthora-cinnamomi-biodiversity-conservation
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive-species/publications/management-phytophthora-cinnamomi-biodiversity-conservation
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive-species/publications/management-phytophthora-cinnamomi-biodiversity-conservation






























































http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Bossiaea~obcordata








http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Bossiaea~obcordata














http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Bossiaea~obcordata





































































